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Community Garden, Nursery, and
Urban Forest of Capetillo

Calle 12
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Physical Address:
Calle #12 esq. Parque, Capetillo
Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico 00927
Mailing Address:
Rio Piedras Urban Action Center (CAUCE)
Calle Gonzélez #1056
Urb. Santa Rita
Rio Piedras, PR 00925

Telephone: (787) 282-7775
Fax: (787) 282-8183
E-mail: huertocapetillo@gmail.com
Visit: huertocapetillo.wordpress.com

Sales
The Capetillo Community Gardens sells
garden produce, plants, and compost. De-
pending on the season, our produce in-
cludes several varieties of lettuce as well
as tomatoes, spinach, cucumbers, egg-
plant, arugula, hot peppers, chives, collard,
greens, cabbage, and okra, as well as sev-
eral herbs and spices. We also sell native
tree saplings from our tree...

Volunteers, Partners, and Friends Pro-
gram of the Community Garden,
Nursery, and Urban Forest of Capetillo

Continuously, we accept volunteers to pro-
vide workshops, training in different areas
of the project, and help with:

+ Plant maintenance, planting beds,
weeding, trails in the Community For-
est, and offering supervised study.

Workshops and Tours

We offer workshops and tours to schools,
summer camps, and universities. We also
serve as a study center for environmental,
social, business, and community investiga-
tions for sustainable development.

Workshop 1: Community Garden
Workshop 2: Home Garden
Workshop 3: Compost Development
Workshop 4: Water Cycle
Workshop 5: History of Capetillo

Tour 1: Birding
Tour 2: Interpretive Trails
Community Garden, Nursery, and
Urban Forest
Tour 3: Discover the Nocturnal Wildlife of the
Community Forest

COMMUNITY GARDEN, NURSERY,
AND URABN FOREST OF CAPETILLO

COMUNIDAD—-UNIVERSIDAD

Universidad de Puerto Rico
Recinto de Rio Piedras
Oficina del Rector

Telefono : 787-282-7775
Email: huertocapetillorp@gmail.com
Visitar : huertocapetillo.wordpress.com
Facebook : Huerto,Vivero y Bosque Urbano Comunitario
de Capetillo



Capetillo Community, Rio Piedras

The Community Garden, Nursery, and Urban
Forest is a joint project of the Capetillo com-
munity and CAUCE (for its acronym in Span-
ish). The Capetillo residential sectors have a
lot of neighborhood life but few recreational
public spaces that provide contact with na-
ture. The Garden of Capetillo responds to
this priority. Capetillo has a population of
more than 2,000 people. From the barrios in
Rio Piedras, Capetillo holds the largest pop-
ulation of Dominican immigrants.

Organic Gardening

and Supervised Study

The Garden of Capetillo was established in
2008 with funding from the Toyota Founda-
tion, the Department of Natural Resources,
and the UPR. In the Garden, we plant gar-
den produces, spices, and medicine. It is
organic because we only use products de-
rived from plants (botanicals) and animal
wastes, including turkey manure fertilizer,
bat guano, and fish emulsion. For pest con-
trol, we use botanical repellents as neem
extract that serves as an insecticide, nemat-
icide, and fungicide.

These plants are sowed in compost and not
in ground to prevent affecting the Earth’s
crust. We use the compost produced by the
vegetable wastes of the green areas of the
Rio Piedras Campus. The Garden’s prod-
ucts are sold to neighbors and restaurants of
Rio Piedras.

The children and young people of Capetillo
collaborate in the garden and learn about
farming and nutrition. During class time,
they participate in supervised studies led by
a group of volunteers, students, and profes-
sors from high schools around the area and
the UPR.

Nursery of Garden Produce

and Native Trees

Which plants are disseminated in the nursery
for the Garden? Depending on the season:
spinach, peppers, arugula, chives, eggplant,
cucumber, tomato, romaine lettuce, iceberg
lettuce, local lettuce, collard or collard greens,
cabbage, and okra. We also disseminate
seedlings of spices, such as rosemary, basil,
cilantro, oregano, pepper, and recao; and, for
the forest, native trees such as allspice
(malagueta), guacima, guano, and mocha.

Image: Community Garden, Nursery, and
Urban Forest of Capetillo

Isla del Diablo (Devil’s Island) Urban Forest

The Isla del Diablo Urban Forest is a small
forest that could be classified as a secondary
or tertiary sequence. Its vegetation is associ-
ated with abandoned or cleared places. It
consists mostly of small cherry-laurel (Murtigia
calabura) trees (10 to 15 feet) interspersed
with young guano trees (Ochroma pyramidale)
that exceed the canopy of cherry-laurels but
are not dominant in this plant community
(Vives, 2010).

Flora
In the forest, 83 species of plants, including 24
trees, 11 shrubs (higuillo, achiote, and acer-
ola), 16 vines (pumpkin and parcha), 3 ferns
(silver and Psilotum), and 29 forbs (anamu, aji

caballero, malanga, yautia, and playera)
were inventoried. The inventory highlights
the presence of several native trees: mo-
cha, soursop, star apple, guazima, guano,
allspice, guava, royal palm (Vives, 2010).




